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Notification of the First Office Action 



1. B The applicant requested examination as to substance on and examination has been 

carried out on the above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law 
of the People's Republic of China(hereinafter referred to as '*the Patent Law"). 

□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 35(2) 
of the Patent Law. 

2. B The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application(s): 

filed in JP on Feb. 17, 2003 , filed in on , 

filed in on _, filed in on 

filed in on , filed in on , 

H The applicant has provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed. 

□ The applicant has not provided the priority documents certified by the Patent Office where the priority 
application(s) was/were filed and therefore the priority claim(s) is/are deemed not to have been made 
under Article 30 of the Patent Law. 

□ The application is a PCT continuation. 

3. □ The applicant submitted amendments to the application on and on , wherein 

the amended submitted on and 

the amended submitted on are not acceptable, 

because said amendments do not comply with □ Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

The specific reasons why the amendments are not allowable are set forth in the text portion of this 

Notification. 

4. H Examination as to substance was directed to the initial application documents as filed. 

□ Examination as to substance was directed to the documents as specified below: 

claims , pages of the description and drawings filed on the date of filing, 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on , 

claims , pages of the description and drawings submitted on , 

and the abstract submitted on . 

5. □ This Notification is issued without search reports. 

H This Notification is issued with consideration of the search results. 

la Below is/are the reference document(s) cited in this Office Action(the reference number(s) will be 
used throughout the examination procedure): 
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No. 


>Jiimher<'«!"» or Titlefs) of Refercncefs) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing date of conflicting application) 


1 


EP 1213882A2_P;|e^ 3/^/^6 


Date: 12 Month: 06Year: 2002 


2 


EP 11331 19A2 


Date: 12 Month: 09Year: 2001 


3 




natA- Mnnth! Year: 


4 




Date: Month: ^Year: 
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Date: Month: Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 

° □"'The S^eft matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law. 
n The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 1 8 of the Implementmg Regulations. 

la On the Claims: . . ^ . « 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. ^ ^ „ , ^ 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 1 
ofthe Implementing Regulations. . . . t»,.. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 
H Claim(s) flSZs-ll does/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 ot the 

Patent Law. ^^^^/^^ possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 of 



does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 ofthe Patent Law. 
does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 
does/do not comply with the provisions of Rules 20-23 of the Implementing 

does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementmg 



□ Claim(s) 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) ____ 
Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

Regulations. 

7 In view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

n The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion ofthe Notification. 

m The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 

amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 

Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed. 
□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 

reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

8 Siefollowings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

■ rn Under Article 37 ofthe Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4.months 
counting from the date of receipt ofthe Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not 
met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. r * ^- i Patent 

(2) Any ^endments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the Patent 
Law Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in conformity 
with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". ^ a a 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision ofthe application should be mailed to or handed over to 
the "Reception Division" ofthe Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the Reception 

(4) ^WithoIIt 5S''ap7o£^^ applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the 
Patent Office. 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 5 pages and the following attachments: 
B 2 cited reference(s), totaling 24 pages. 
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Examiner: 



WANG Qiong 



Seal ofthe Examination Department 



2 



ApplicaUon No. 200410005207.4 



Text of the Notification of the First Office Action 

As disclosed in the specification, the present application relates to a service 
providing apparatus and a service providing method. After examination, the 
examination opinions are provided as follows: 

Claim 1 does not possess inventiveness as stipulated in Article 22.3 of t)ie CPL. 
Reference 1 (EP 1213882A2) has disclosed a metiiod and apparatiis for granting 
access to a service provided by a plurality of service communications devices to a 
user communications device, and specifically disclosed the following techmcal 
featiires: a communication system comprising a user communications device, a first 
and a second service communications device, the first and second service 
communications device each providing a service; the user communications device 
and the first and second service communications devices each includmg a respective 
transmit/receive unit for transmitting and receiving data signals via respective 
communications links between the user communications device and a selected one of 
the first and second service communications devices; a selected one of the user 
communications device and the first service communications device comprismg first 
processing means adapted to generate at least a part of an access key code dunng an 
initialisation procedure of a first communication link between the user 
communications device and the first service communications device, the access key 
code being indicative of the user communications device and the service; the user 
communications device including a second processing means adapted to retirieve the 
access key code from the first storage means and to use the refarieved access key code 
during an authentication procedure of a second communications link between the 
user communications device and the second service communications device; the 
system including a communication network interconnecting the first and second 
service communications devices and adapted to make the access key code available 
to at least the second service communications device; the second service 
communications device including third processing means adapted to receive the 
access key code via the communications network and to use the received access key 
code during the authentication procedure of the second communications link (see 
lines 41-52 of page 3, lines 12-28 of page 5, lines 43-58 of page 6, lines 4-7 and 40-42 of 
page 7, lines 15-42 of page 8, and line 55 of page 8 tiurough line 13 of page 10, and 
Figures 1-2, 3b, 5a-5c). 

Reference 2 (EP 1133119A2) has disclosed a technique for a proximity based service 
adaption, and specifically disclosed the following technical featiires: a system is 
provided for adapting a user service. A user's mobile phone or other mobile termina 
is provided that is usually carried with a user. The mobile phone or mobUe termmal 
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includes a radio unit or establish a radio link with the radio units of one or more 
devices or terminals. A user's computer is provided and includes a radio umt to 
establish a radio link with one or more radio units in other terminals or devices 
including the user's mobUe phone and an interface unit coupled to the computer 
radio unit to determine a proximity state of the user's mobile phone with respect to 
the user's computer based on a state of a radio link between the radio units of the 
computer and the mobUe phone. The user's computer also includes a service 
adaption unit coupled to the interface unit to configure one or more user services 
based on the proximity state of the mobile phone with respect to the computer (see 
lines 36-47 of column 2/line 52 of column 3 through line 35 of column 4, lines 30-40 of 
column 5, lines 30-42 of column 7, and lines 28-56 of column 8, and Figures 2-4). 

Therefore, it can be seen that References 1 and 2 have disclosed all the technical 
features of Claim 1. It is obvious for those skilled in the art to obtain the technical 
solution as claimed in Claim 1 by combining Reference 2 with Reference 1, and such 
a combination faUs to bring out any unexpected technical effect. Therefore, the 
technical solution as claimed in Claim 1 does not have prominent substantive 
features and faUs to represent a notable progress, and thus does not possess the 
inventiveness. 

2 The additional technical features as defined in dependent Claims 2-4 and 6 have 
been disclosed in Reference 1 in which the foUowing technical features have been 
disclosed: first processing means adapted to generate at least a part of an access key 
code during an initialisation procedure of a first communication link between the 
user communications device and the first service communications device, the access 
key code being indicative of the user communications device and the service; the 
access key code is baseband link key; and the initialization procedure is a Bluetooth 
pairing procedure; storing a second data item in the first storage means in relation to 
the access key code, the second data item indicating the service identification code; 
. using the access key code to generate an encryption key for encrypting the second 
communications link; the step of generating an access key code comprises the steps 
of generating a first part of the access key code in the user communications device; 
generating a second part of the access key code in the first service communications 
device; transmitting the first part of the access key code from the user 
communications device to the first service communications device; and transmittmg 
the second part of the access key code from the first service communications device 
to the user communications device; storing a third data item in a second storage 
means of the second service communications device, the third data item mdicatmg 
the access key code; making the access key code available to at least a second one of 
the plurality of service communications devices; and storing a fourth data item m a 
database, the fourth data item indicating the access key code (see the claims), and 
they play the same role in Reference 1 as in Claims 2-4 and 6. Therefore, these 
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dependent claims do not possess the inventiveness as stipulated in Art.22.3 of the 
CPL when daim 1 to which they refers does not possess the inventiveness. 

3 The additional technical features as defined in dependent Claims 8-11 have been 
disclosed by Reference 2 in which the following technical features have been 
disclosed: computer 204 includes a radio unit for estabUshing a short-range wireless 
communications link with another radio unit. In an example embodiment, the radio 
unit 210 is a Bluetooth unit; monitoring or supervising a radio link between the 
computer and the mobUe terminal the proximity state being a "dose" proxunity if 
the radio link exists and being a "far" proximity if the radio link does not ocist; or 
monitoring or supervising a radio link is performed based on whether the link 
supervision timer readies a predetermined value; and the step of determmmg is 
performed based on whether the transmit power from either the computer or the 
mobile terminal reaches a threshold value (see the daims of reference 2). 

It is obvious for those skUled in the art to obtain the tedinical solutions as daimed in 
Claims 8-11 by combining Reference 2 with Reference 1, and such a combmation faUs 
to bring out any unexpected tedinical effed. Therefore, the tedmical solutions as 
daimed in Claims 8-11 do not have prominent substantive features and faU to 
represent a notable progress, and thus does not possess inventiveness. 

4. Claim 12 does not possess inventiveness as stipulated in Artide 22.3 of the CPL. 

Reference 1 (EP 1213882A2) has disdosed a method and apparatus for granting 
access to a service provided by a plurality of service communications devices to a 
user communications device, and spedficaUy disdosed the following techrucal 
features: a communication system comprising a user communications device, a first 
and a second service communications device, the first and second service 
communications device eadi providing a service; the user communications device 
and the first and second service communications devices each induding a respective 
transmit/receive unit for transmitting and receiving data signals via respective 
communications links between the user communications device and a selected one of 
the first and second service communications devices; a selected one of the user 
communications device and the first service communications device comprismg first 
processing means adapted to generate at least a part of an access key code durmg an 
initialisation procedure of a first communication link between the user 
communications device and the first service communications device, tiie access key 
code being indicative of tiie user communications device and the service; the user 
communications device induding a second processing means adapted to refaneve the 
access key code from the first storage means and to use the retrieved access key code 
during an autiientication procedure of a second communications link between the 
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user communications device and the second service communications device; the 
system including a communication network interconnecting the first and second 
service communications devices and adapted to make the access key code available 
to at least the second service communications device; the second service 
communications device including third processing means adapted to receive the 
access key code via the communications network and to use the received access key 
code during the authentication procedure of the second communications link (see 
lines 41-52 of page 3, lines 12-28 of page 5, lines 43-58 of page 6, lines 4-7 and 40-42 of 
page 7, lines 15-42 of page 8, and line 55 of page 8 through line 13 of page 10, and 
Figures 1-2, 3b, 5a-5c). 

Reference 2 (EP 1133119A2) has disclosed a technique for a proximity based service 
adaption, and specifically disclosed the following technical features: a system is 
provided for adapting a user service. A user's mobile phone or other mobile terminal 
is provided that is usually carried with a user. The mobile phone or mobile termmal 
includes a radio unit or establish a radio link with the radio units of one or more 
devices or terminals. A user's computer is provided and includes a radio umt to 
establish a radio link with one or more radio units in other terminals or devices 
including the user's mobile phone and an interface unit coupled to the computer 
radio unit to determine a proximity state of the user's mobUe phone with respect to 
the user's computer based on a state of a radio link between the radio units of the 
computer and the mobile phone. The user's computer also includes a service 
adaption unit coupled to the interface unit to configure one or more user services 
based on the proximity state of die mobile phone with respect to the computer (see 
lines 36^7 of column 2, line 52 of column 3 through line 35 of column 4, lines 30-40 of 
column 5, lines 30-42 of column 7, and lines 28-56 of column 8, and Figures 2-4). 

Therefore, it can be seen that References 1 and 2 have disclosed all the technical 
feahires of Claim 12. It is obvious for those skilled in the art to obtain the technical 
solution as claimed in Claim 12 by combining Reference 2 witii Reference 1, and sudi 
a combination faUs to bring out any unexpected technical effect. Therefore, the 
technical solution as claimed in Claim 12 does not have prominent substantive 
feahires and fails to represent a notable progress, and thus does not possess 
inventiveness. 



Due to the reasons above, the present application cannot be allowed based on the 
present application document. If the applicant amends the present apphcation 
document in accordance with tiie comments proposed in the office action and 
overcome all the existed essential and formal defects, the application has a prospect 
to be granted a patent right. Otherwise, the application wUl be rejected. The applicant 
should note that the amendment to the application document shall be m Ime with 



Application No. 200410005207.4 , 

Article 33 of the CPU not going beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the 
initial description and claims. 

The examiner: Wang Qiong 
Code: 3309 
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